The Post War Decade
therefore, it might be expected to seek to outflank NATO through
the Middle East. This realization prompted the United States to
make an effort early in the fifties to set up a Middle East De-
fense Organization with the local countries and the Western
powers participating on an equal basis. It was to be linked with
the NATO and was to serve as a bulwark against Soviet aggres-
sion in the Middle East
The Arab states, however, did not share the West's estimation
of the Soviet Communist threat. Instead they viewed Britain,
France and the United States as "colonial powers" trying to use
"anti-communist strategy as a means of establishing their control
over the region."32 Thus Egypt interpreted the plans to set up a
Middle East Defense Organization as an effort to substitute
NATO control for British domination in the country and promptly
rejected the proposal. The Soviet Union also lashed out at the
attempt to establish a military alliance in the Middle East. In a
note presented to the United States, Great Britain, France and
Turkey on 28 January 1952, the Soviet Government pointed out
that there was no need for the MEEK) since the security of the
Middle Eastern countries was not being threatened from any
quarter, and charged that its proposed establishment was "closely
linked with the aggressive plans of the Anglo-American grouping
of powers ... to serve the purpose of encircling the Soviet
Union".33
Egypt's refusal to participate in the proposed Middle East De-
fense Organization (in October 1951) forced the United States
to hold the scheme in abeyance. The idea was, however, not
abandoned and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles after a
visit to the Middle East in 1953, returned with the befief that
while most of the Middle Eastern peoples and governments were
32 Congressional Record, Congress 87, Session 2, Vol. 108, 1962, p. 11294.
ttpravda, 28 January 1952.   The United States did not reply to this
note.   See Department of State Bulletin, voL 27,15 December 1952, p. 937.
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